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was no question that the conditions amounted to
slavery. Lord Carson (then Sir Edward Carson,
K.C.) also said:
" Slavery ! Have you ever heard at any time of the
world's history (and that is a broad statement) of worse
conditions of slavery, have you ever heard of conditions
more revolting, more cruel, more tyrannous, and more
horrible than what has been deposed to as regards the
slavery in San Thome ? Men recruited in Angola,
women recruited in Angola, children recruited in Angola,
torn away against their will from their homes in the
interior, marched like droves of beasts through the
Hungry Country, and when they are unable to walk
along for a thousand miles to the coast, shot down like
useless dogs or useless animals, and the others brought
down to be labelled like cattle and brought over to San
Thome and Principe, never again to return to their homes.
Three and a half years' life at the start until they are
acclimatised is an average life of these people, and when
their children are born, just as the calves of a cow or
the lambs of the sheep, they become the property, not
of their parents, but of the owners." l
The Cadbury-Standard Trial, coupled with the
evidence that had accumulated at that time, had
convinced the British Foreign Office that the con-
tract labour in the Portuguese Colonies was in effect
slave-owning, and Lord Grey decided to make
official representations to the Portuguese Govern-
ment. These representations opened in the year
1909, and closed with Lord Balfour's despatch in
1 Portuguese Slavery : Britain's Dilemma, p. 73.
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